Leaders Notes
Principle: The Gospel grows by churches starting new churches. 
Aim: To get people to see the opportunities and costs of church planting in the light of how amazing it is to be displaying God’s glory. 
Read the following (5min)
Bruce loves his small group so much, but it is growing. Partly it’s new people joining the church from different places in the country, like Bruce, but it’s also that two of the ladies who weren’t Christians seem to have become Christians, and they have brought some family members along. Bruce brought his friend from work to a social and there was barely room in the house! One night Simon, the leader took Bruce aside. “Our group is going to become a new, separate church over the next year. Would you consider helping us to lead it?” Bruce was shocked. What about all his friends at the big church like Mike and Jane and their family? And he was really involved in doing PA stuff –who would take over that job?  And leading? Bruce wasn’t sure about that at all! What about all the mistakes and messes he had made in the past?  More to the point, if he was really honest, he was worried it would take up a lot of time to help to lead, to go to the training and everything, and Bruce liked having his spare time to use to work on his model railway set, uploading his photos to Facebook, visiting friends in other places, and watching the West Wing.  Yet Bruce does love these people, and knows he should care more about the area he lives in being reached by the Gospel than his latest boxed set. And even not seeing his friends is a cost worth paying for that. Isn’t it? 
Discuss (5 minutes)
Can you identify with Bruce’s feeling about church planting here? For people who have been involved in our church when we have planted, have you felt any of the same ways as Bruce?
Read Ephesians 3:1-6 (10 minutes)
Paul seems to get distracted here from what he was going to say. Why is so excited that he gets distracted? 
What is the mystery that has been revealed to him? When was it revealed? Why is it an interesting mystery to know the solution to? 
So why is Paul so excited to be able to share this mystery with people? Do you feel like that? Why or why not? 
The essence of this section is that Paul gets so excited about the Gospel that he just gets distracted into saying how brilliant it is. He thinks it’s brilliant because it’s something that is a mystery at the heart of God that is now made clear, and that now the nations can be included in the same promise as Israel. Often we feel less excited by this than him. It’s worth exploring why – because that’s often why we see the costs of Gospel initiatives so clearly – we don’t think being involved in this mystery is essentially exciting. 
In smaller groups:  (5 minutes)
Split into three smaller groups and take one of the things that Paul says about Gentiles each and put it into your own words to share with the group. The verse in brackets might help you understand. 
Heirs together with Israel (2:13)
Members together of one body (2:14-15)
Sharers together in the promise of Christ Jesus (2:18) 
Read Ephesians 3: 7-13 (15 minutes)
How does Paul describe what he is doing now? How does he talk about about telling people about Jesus? Where was the mystery before and where is it now? 
Here’s the important bit: why did God make the mystery clear and tell Paul to make it plain? What did he want to achieve? What does that mean? 
One way you might want to try getting people to really think about this is by getting several pieces of paper, one for God, one for Paul, one for the Gospel, one for the church. List what we find out about each one on each piece of paper. Then get some arrows and write on those how each are connected. 
It should become clear that God plans and reveals his plans, Paul preaches and shares his plans (even though he’s not an important person) the Gospel is the inclusion of the Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ , God’s hidden mystery now made plain, and the church is the display of God’s glory spiritually. God reveals the mystery to Paul, who preaches the Gospel, which then, in turn, displays this amazing mystery. 
What is it particularly about the church that displays this amazing wisdom from God? Clues (2:15-16) Does our church display that? 
What other amazing implication does this mystery have? (v12) How is that displayed through the church? 
In smaller groups
What is the best thing about the church in what we have looked at this evening? How would you enthuse about that to someone who can’t see the point? 
Does this explain why Bruce’s church might want to start new churches? What is the real value of doing that? 
Altogether:
[bookmark: _GoBack]There’s no current plan to turn all Lifegroups into independent churches. But just say that was to happen to your Lifegroup. Can you make a list of all the benefits (from the passage and also more practical) of their being more churches, and then all the personal costs to your group? (You don’t need to think through the practicalities – where would we meet, wouldn’t other churches be upset, etc, but rather just the costs to us?) The costs are real and big. Why would we pay them? 

